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“Proudly Serving Hampden Township and 
Surrounding Communities since 1954”

Unit Citation Presentation for Rescue 30 Crew 
for Actions on October 6, 2016

The Hampden Township Volunteer Fire Company (HTVFC), in accordance with 
our Company Uniform Policy and Medal Award Program, hereby bestows the 

Unit Citation Ribbon to the following members:

This award is given to members of a team who perform an extraordinary act to 
sustain life. This award will be given to a unit when more than one member is a 
part of the act. The award is a white and blue ribbon.

On October 6, 2016 at 6:41 a.m., the members of HTVFC were dispatched along with Camp Hill and Creekside VFC’s 
for a motor vehicle crash on, Route 581 Westbound at Exit 5B. The response concluded with a successful rescue of a 
female victim who was trapped underneath an overturned passenger car. This type of rescue is rarely performed and was 
completed quickly and fl awlessly by the crew of Rescue 30. This extrication allowed for the female victim to be removed, 
treated by medical personnel on scene and transported to Hershey Medical Center by a Life Lion Medical Helicopter. 

This complicated incident began with a report of fi ve victims, four of whom were already outside of the overturned 
passenger vehicle. Upon arrival of Rescue 30, the crew was advised by EMS that the victim was still breathing. Upon 
direction of Chief Flinn the crew sized up the vehicle and determined that the best course of action would be to use 
high pressure lifting bags to lift the vehicle. Rescue 30’s crew began stabilization of the vehicle and setting up the lifting 
bags. Stabilization was used so the vehicle would not fall back onto the victim as it was lifted. The vehicle was lifted 
approximately 10” and the victim was able to be removed from the vehicle. This lifting procedure requires a coordinated 
effort between members stabilizing and the member using the lifting bag controller. The extrication was completed in 
less than 12 minutes after the arrival of Rescue 30 on the scene. This was accomplished fl awlessly under very stressful 
conditions. Those conditions being a live victim trapped and in serious condition. The quick actions and decision making 
by the crew ultimately allowed this victim to survive. 

The members of HTVFC train for these type of “once in a volunteer career” events. The dedication of our volunteer 
members, our training, and our top notch equipment all came together on the morning of October 6. 

The members of HTVFC are proud to volunteer for the community and we hereby offi cially recognize their extraordinary 
effort by awarding the Unit Citation Ribbon.

Chief Richard Flinn III
Captain Joseph Folk
Lieutenant Stephen Goho
Firefi ghter Christian Sklodowski

Firefi ghter Jonathan Delrosso
Firefi ghter Lester Aungst
Firefi ghter Tyler Boyer

The annual Touch-a-Truck Day, sponsored by the Township’s Volunteer Fire Company, will be held 
on Saturday, April 22nd from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the Good Hope Road Fire Station. Again this year, 
youngsters can touch, honk and climb on the many vehicles that will be on display. The Fire Company 
will hold a chicken barbecue starting at 11 a.m. and continuing until all 800 chicken dinners are sold. 
The admission fee to the Touch-a-Truck event is $5 or two canned goods per car load, which will be 
donated to the New Hope Ministries. There will be an extra charge for the chicken barbecue dinner. 
Concessions will also be available. Vehicles on display will include a fi retruck, police car, ambulance, 

backhoe, tractor-trailer and a dump truck. Persons who have a truck or piece of equipment and would like to participate in 
the event, or need more information, are asked to call Doug Gochenaur at 909-6021
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2017 CITIZENS’ FIRE ACADEMY

The Hampden Township Volunteer Fire Company will conduct a Citizens’ 
Fire Academy, which will be limited to 12 Township residents who want to 

understand the inner workings of the Company.

The Academy is FREE and will be held on fi ve consecutive Thursdays, 
6:30 to 9 p.m., April 13, 20, 27, May 4 and ending May 11, with a participant 
recognition ceremony. Family members of academy participants are invited to 
the ceremony. All classes will be conducted at the Good Hope Station, located 
at 1200 Good Hope Road. Registration is limited to 12 participants (18 years 
or older), so register today to reserve a seat. Class participation is encouraged 
during all practical demonstrations. However, because of the voluntary nature of 
the program, physical limitations of applicants will not be considered a reason for 
exclusion from the academy.

For more information or to register for the academy contact 
Deputy Fire Chief Jerry Ozog at 497-5306 or at jerryozog@gmail.com.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE ACADEMY

• Provide a basic understanding of the tactics and strategies 
used in fi refi ghting and rescue operations and to serve as 
a method of recruiting new members.

• Provide a greater understanding of the services and 
behind-the-scene operations of the Hampden Township 
Volunteer Fire Company.

• Encourage Academy participants to share their 
experiences with family and neighbors, which will result in 
a more safety conscious and informed citizenry.

• Provide an enjoyable, interactive atmosphere in which 
our volunteer fi re company members and citizens can 
share information and concerns.

ACADEMY CURRICULUM 
All Classes run from 6:30 PM to 9:00 PM

THURSDAY APRIL 13 - WEEK ONE
 •  Introduction to the Fire Service 
 •  Firefi ghter Safety / Protective Clothing 
 •  Fire Apparatus Orientation 
 •  Breathing Apparatus
THURSDAY APRIL 20 - WEEK TWO
 •  Engine Company Operations 
 •  Methods of Fire Attack 
 •  Water Supply, Fire Hose and Nozzles
THURSDAY APRIL 27 - WEEK THREE
 •  Aerial Apparatus Operations 
 •  Search and Rescue 
 •  Ladder and Ventilation
THURSDAY MAY 4 - WEEK FOUR
 •  Rescue / HazMat Operations 
 •  Vehicle Rescue scenarios 
 •  HazMat / Foam

THURSDAY MAY 11
GRADUATION/RECOGNITION CEREMONY
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HAMPDEN TOWNSHIP VOLUNTEER FIRE POLICE
The Hampden Township Fire Police has been part of the Volunteer 

Fire Company since it was founded in 1954. The mission of the 
volunteer fi re police is to provide incident scene safety and traffi c 
incident management. The mission calls for the volunteer fi re police 
continue to increase as Hampden Township is home to Interstate 81, 
highways and other heavily traveled roadways.  We are in a constant 
need for more volunteer fi re police offi cers to help with the duties in 
assisting the volunteer fi re company. We also help our neighboring 
volunteer fi re police with special events and assist the Hampden 
Township Police Department when needed.  

The Volunteer Fire Police Unit consists of a Captain, Lieutenant, 
and Sergeant with seven active Volunteer Fire Police Offi cers. 
Training is conducted twice a month at the Good Hope Station. All 
personnel are trained by State Certifi ed Instructors. If you are at least 18 years of age or older, can stand long periods 
during traffi c control incidents and able to lift at least 50 lbs. and deploy highway traffi c cones, we would like you be part 
of our Fire Police Unit. It is an exciting opportunity for you to help us give back to the community. 

2017 HTVFC ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS 

President – Steve Goho
Vice President – Jim Yaple

Secretary – Chad Kinch
Treasurer – Dan Flint

Financial Secretary – Tiffany Robinson
Relief Association Treasurer – Leroy Weaver

Trustee – Jim Wible
Trustee – Marty Herman
Trustee – Steve Stilo, Sr. 

Hampden Township Fire Commissioner – Nate Silcox

2017 HTVFC OPERATIONAL OFFICERS 

Fire Chief – Rick Flinn III
Deputy Chief – Jerry Ozog

Assistant Chief – Tom Hoffecker 
Assistant Chief – Mike Taylor 

Captain/Fire Administrative Offi cer – Doug Gochenaur 
Captain – Joe Folk

Captain – Steve Stilo, Sr. 
Lieutenant – Jim Wible 

Fire Police Captain – WG Dunlevy 
Fire Police Lieutenant – Jim Yaple
Fire Police Sergeant – Joe Pirozzi
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• Driver on all fi re 
apparatus

• Certifi ed in: 
 • Firefi ghter I
 • Engine Company 

Operations
 • Vehicle Rescue 

Technician

 • Truck Operations
 • Hazmat Operations
 • Emergency 

Medical Services 
First Responder

 • CPR / AED
 • National Incident 

Management

FIREFIGHTER ACCOMPLISHMENTS

• Appointed Lieutenant, January 2015 
• Top 5 Fire Call Responder
• Drove fi re apparatus to 80% of fi re calls
• Served as Fire Company Safety Offi cer
• Assists with Fire Company training  

PRESIDENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

• Consolidated Fire Board and Fireman’s Relief 
Board

• Redesigned Operation Ho-Ho
• Strategic Planning Committee
• Changed job responsibilities for Administrative 

Offi cers
• FOB System - Door security for both Fire Stations
• New Fire Company website
• Sporting Hill Station remodeling of dayroom, 

general offi ce, and library

GENERAL BACKGROUND

• Joined Hampden Township Vol. Fire Co., June 2007
• Elected Vice President, 2010
• Elected President of Fire Company, 2012 to present
• Committees – Serves on all Committees of Fire Co.
• Retired Military (Marines)
• Wife: Holly
• 3 children, 2 currently serving in the Army

FIREFIGHTING BACKGROUND

MEET THE HTVFC PRESIDENT

STEPHEN GOHO


